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REMARKS 

Claims 2 and 5-9 are pending in the instant 
application. Claims 2 and 5-9 have been rejected. Claims 
2, 7 and 9 have been amended. Claims 6 and 8 have been 
canceled. Support for these amendments is provided in 
canceled claims 6 and 8. No new matter is added by these 
amendments. Reconsideration is respectfully requested in 
light of these amendments and the following remarks. 

Rejection of Claims 2 and 5-9 un«4er 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
The Examiner has maintained the rejection of claims 2 
and 5-9 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Matsumoto et al. (U.S. Patent 5,532,373). 

Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. 
At the outset. Applicants respectfully disagree with 
the Examiner's characterization of teachings at col. 28, 
line 58-66 of Matsumoto et al. The Examiner suggests that 
Matsumoto et al . teaching that a lower alcohol can be used 
as a solvent for all the disclosed ingredients is inclusive 
of "dissolving a drug and a hydroxyl group- or carboxyl 
group-containing polymer in a lower alcohol" as set forth in 
claim 2, and the "crosslinking agents selected from the 
group consisting of metal alcoholates, boric acid, borate 
and borate ester in a lower alcohol" as set forth in claim 
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9. It is respectfully pointed out, however, that in the 
method of Matsumoto, since a polymer must be formed by 
polymerizing a monomer, a crosslinking agent must first be 
mixed with the monomer in the absence of the polymer. Thus, 
addition of boric acid as a crosslinking agent to the 
monomer is indispensable before resolving to a "drug" and a 
polymer. Accordingly the method of Matsumoto clearly lacks 
the steps of first dissolving a "drug" and a hydroxyl group 
or carboxyl-containing polymer in a lower alcohol and then 
adding a crosslinking agent as set forth in claim 2, since 
the polymer in Matsumoto is only formed upon addition of the 
crosslinking agent. Similarly, the method of Matsumoto 
lacks the steps of first dissolving a "drug" and 
crosslinking agent, then adding a polymer, since the polymer 
in Matsumoto is only formed upon addition of the 
crosslinking agent. 

Further, Applicants have amended claims 2 and 9 to 
state that the polymer is an acrylic polymer or a 
methacrylic polymer in accordance with claim 6, now 
canceled. While Matsumoto discloses acrylic acid and 
methacrylic acid as examples of photopolymerizable compounds 
(col. 22, line 2), (meth) acrylic acid polymers to be used in 
the preparation of microcapsules (col. 28, line 27) and 
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acrylate for a binder in the photobleachable dye layer (col. 
35, line 30), nowhere do Matsumoto describe use of an 
acrylic polymer or a methacrylic polymer. Nor do they 
describe their use in an adhesive component. 

Applicants have also amended claim 7 in accordance with 
teachings of claim 8, now canceled, to state that the 
pressure-sensitive adhesive shaped product contains 
substantially no water. Nowhere does Matsumoto teach an 
adhesive shaped product containing substantially no water. 

MPEP 2131 and the case law are clear; to be an 
anticipating reference, the reference must teach all the 
elements of the claims. Since Matsumoto does not teach: 

the steps of first dissolving a "drug" and a hydroxyl 
group or carboxyl-containing polymer in a lower alcohol and 
then adding a crosslinking agent as set forth in claim 2/ 

the steps of first dissolving a "drug" and crosslinking 
agent, then adding a polymer as set forth in claim 9/ 

use of an acrylic polymer or a methacrylic polymer or 
their use as an adhesive component; or 

a pressure-sensitive adhesive shaped product containing 
substantially no water; 
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this reference clearly does not teach all the elements of 
the invention as claimed. Thus, Matsumoto cannot anticipate 
the invention as claimed. 

Withdrawal of this rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) is 
therefore respectfully requested. 

Conclusion 

Applicants believe that the foregoing comprises a full 
and complete response to the Office Action of record. 
Accordingly, favorable reconsideration and subsequent 
allowance of the pending claims is earnestly solicited. 



Date : October 17, 2006 

.LICATA & TYRRELL P.C. 
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Respectfully submitted,^ 

Kdthleen A. T^^?ell 
Rig. No. 38,35<3 
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